Since its publication, the Illinois Test of Psycholinguistic Abilities (ITPA) has become one of the most popular instruments for the assessment of psycholinguistic abilities and disabilities in children. Its popularity may b2 partly attributed to the intuitively appealing psycholinguistic model used for its development. This theoretical model is an adaptation of Osgood's (1957a, b) three-dimensional communication model (Para- skevopoulos & Kirk, 1969, p. 11 (Gorsuch, 1974) . The present study sought empirical evidence for the hierarchical factor model ( Figure 1) (Gorsuch, 1974, pp. 74-78) 
Results
Since the results were essentially the same for all age groups, this paper presents the results for three selected age groups: 3-7 to 4-1 (pre-school level); 5-7 to 6-1 (kindergarten level); and 7-7 to 8-1 (primary level). counted for more than 50Yo of the total variance.
The pattern of factor loadings was nearly the same in all age groups. Thus, the hypothesis about the five first-order factors received strong empirical support. Table 2 gives the factor loadings of the five first-order factors on the two hypothesized second-order factors. As hypothesized, three first-order factors-Receptive Process, Organizing Process, and Expressive Process--clustered to form one second-order factor-Representational Level; the remaining two first-order factors---Closure and Sequential Memory joined together to form the other second-order factor-Automatic Level. At each age level, the two second-order factors accounted for more than 50% of the total variance, and the factor structure was quite similar across the three agegroups. Thus, these results strongly support the hypothesis that Representational Level and Automatic Level are the two second-order factors.
The correlation between the two second-order factors was .61 in the pre-school group, .38 in the kindergarten group, and .39 in the primary sclfool group. All of these correlations were significant at .01 level. These results support the hypothesis that general Psycholinguistic Ability is the third-order factor. .
Conclusions
The factor structure of the data was very similar across a wide range of age groups. In addition, the factor structures were very similar to the theoretical model postulated. Thus, the present study provides strong empirical support for the hierarchical factor structure underlying the ITPA. 
